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> HO’ the Author of this has abundance 
of Butinefs on his Hands, and has 


often Repulfed the Invitations made 
him from fundry Perfons, to meddle with the 


_ Contending Parties of this Nation, yet the 
_ following Letter had fo much Argument in it, 
and fuch moving Importunities, that he could 


no longer refrain Endeavouring, 4 Word in Sea- 
fon, to our Wounded Country, if poffible, to 
heal the Wide Breaches of the Nations Peace ; 
and, at leaft, to fhow the People the Way to 


their own Happinefs 5 which, if they will not 


obferve, the Miferies, Ruine, Diftraétion, and 
Diforders that follow, be at their Door, that 


 refufe the Bleffed Propofals, and who flight 


that Opportunity which God and the Queen has 
putinto their Hands, to make themfelves and 
the Nation Happy. The Occafion of this Re- 
folution proceeded from the following Let- 


SER, 

OV have attempted t0 give Advice in Diffi- 

cult Cafes, and whether it be the Aptnefs 

of the Subje%, or your ready Anfwers, we know 
not + but the Succefs you bave bad, we own, bas 
been Unufual and Unexpeded;, wherefore, as the 
Critical Funfure of the Publick Affairs # fuch, 
that at thx Time, and on thy Occafion, the Nuti- 
on feems to be in ber Crifis of Deliverance, or 
Defirulion; what if you foould give your Ad- 


eter. 


vice, at leaft, te [uch People that want it, with 
relation to the following Particulars. 

1. As tothe Fudgment and Cenfures of the late 
Proceeding. 

2. Asto Her Majefty’s Methods to prevent our 
Deftruion. 

3- As to changing Hands in the Govern- 
ment, 

4- As to the Danger of the Church, which « 
Party of Men, with great Diligence Inftil inso 
the Heads of the Unwary Couxtry. 

5+ As to Future Ele@ions for Parliament- 
Men, 

6. The Scandalous Methods taken to procure 
Eledions. 

7. AstotheWar Abroad. 

8. As to fucceeding Peace. 


The Subjeét of this Letter, as it is not dt all 
remote from the Defign of this Paper, I fhould 
willingly Enger upon, as is Defir’d 5 but as the 
Matters of Trade 1am upon, are Weighty and 
Serious, and cannot at prefent be Intermitted, 
1 fhall only here make a General Effay at the 
maia thing this Nation ftands in need of to fi- 
nifh our Happinefs; and fhallin my next, give 
an Account of what Method I fhall take, to 
proceed on the Particulars. 

The Author of thefe Sheets, without Vanity 
or Affeétation, ferioufly Declares himifelf fin. 

a cerely 


GO eAee 


cerely Defirous of the General Peace, abftra- 
ed trom the Prejudice of Parties he abhors, 
from his Soul, all the Remains of that Spirit of 
Strife, be it om which fide it will, that hinder a 
General Union of Charity and Love among 
Chriftians, Proteftamts, and Englifomen of all 
forts; heisa moft humble Petitioner to all his 
Countrvmen of what Opinions, Parties, Reli- 
gion, or Perfwafion foever they are, That they 
would but view with Pity their fucegnng Coun- 
try, fee the deep Wounds, Envy, Strife, Inte 
refts, Ambition, and Armies of private Inva~ 
ders, have madein the Publick Peace. 

If they have any regard to the Honour of 
God, the Good of Religion, their Safety from 
Foreign Invafion, the Security of a ‘Proteftant 
Succeffion, the Glory of a Proteftant Queen, 
the Succefs of a Juft War, the needful Prefer- 
vation of Trade, the flourifhing of ufeful Ma- 
nufaétures ; if any fence of Danger’s in View, of 
Deftruction eafie to be wrought by our felves, 
hard and morally impoilible to be brought to 
pais, without our own Concurrence ; if any Pi- 
ty to their Families, any Memory of their An- 
ceftors, any regard totheir Pofterity, and the 
Liberties of their Innocent Children, to whom 
they ought to Convey Untowch’d and Unem- 
brrrafs’d, the fame Foundations their Fathers 
Purchas’d for them with their Blood; if they 
have any Forecaft of Evil, any Defire of Good, 
any Love, any Charity, any Sence of Duty to 
God, to themfelves, and to their Neighbours, 
That they would STUDY 1 EACE. 

Any Man that has the leaft Sence of thefe 
things upon his Heart, that has but Eyes to fee 
on one fide Defiruion at the Door, ready to En- 
ter, and private Difgufts, Prejudice, and Party 
Spleen opening the Door with both Hands to 
det itin s Glory, Vitory, Profperity, and laft- 
ing Enjoyments, preffing on the other Rde to 
come in, andour Follies, Feuds, and Unnatural 
Prejudices within, bolting the Door to keep 
shem out; it mult needs wound him to the Soul, 
that has any Concern upon hin for his Native 
Country. 

For God’s fake let us not open our own 
Wounds, lec us not be our own Deftroyers ; 
the Queen would fave us, God Almighty 
-would fave us, if we would but Concur to be 
fav’d , but 1am of the Opinion, the /tanding 
Rules of Providence, in fpight of all thole 
things we Call predeftinased Decrees, are fuch, 
that do Nation, no People, no particular Per- 


fon’s Profperity fhall come againft their will; ic — 
may come untoreleen, unexpected, and very 
much undefir’d, but no Man isfav’d againfthis — 
Will; as to fecret Invincible Powers fubduing 


the Will, I fhall notenter upon that here, buc 


that Nation that fets themfelves to refift, and 
ihut out Peace, and Dain their own Profperi- 
ty by pofitive abfolute force, fhall go without 
it, fhall be miferable, and Enjoy the Deftru- 
tion they Choofe, till they are fill’d from Hea- 
yen with theirown Ways, and receive the Pu-. 
nifhment of their Folly from their own Hands. 
That we may not be this Perverfe People, 
were the Power of Perfwafion given me from 
high, were! bleft with the Gift of Unrefiftible 
Eloquence, could I fpeak with Words that 
fhould be felt as well as heard, that fhould 
touch the very Soul, and make the Blood of 
the Readers turn within them; thofe Powers 
fhould be all Employ’d to Perfwade, to En- 
treat, and, if poffible, to prevail upon the Ex- 


glifh Nation at this time, above all times, TO 


STUDY PEACE. 

I cannot think an Englifh Man can read this, 
without a fecret Affent to the reafonablenefs 
of the Propofal ; he cannot be atrue Lover of 
his Country, and not be fenfible of the want of 
he this Heavenly Temper among us; he cannot 
a Proreftant, hardly a Chrifian’ and not 
be touch’d with the Miferies we feel, and thofe 
we fear from the Unhappy Divifiens, which 
every Society, every Neighbourhood, every 
Town, and almoft every Family are Embar- 
rafs’d; With what Envying, Railing, Supplanct- 
ing, Undermining, Reproaching among fellow 
Citizens, fellow Officers, Neighbours and 
Countrymen ; he that is not affetted with it, 
as a lad prefage of a National Deftruétion, 
feems to have lefs Concern for his Native 
Country, than can be look'd for in any thing 
that merits but the Name of an Englifh Man. 

Speaking for my felf, and in it 1 believe I 
fpeak for every Serious Proteftant in the Nati- 
on,without Hypocrifie, I profefsif I had Peace 
in my Blood, Pd let it out for the Advantage of 
this Caufe, if my Flefh would Poifon that Brood 
of Devils, who are Obftruéters of the Peace of 
this Nation; I wifh, from my Soul, every one 
of them was to Eat of it, and that it might be 
Afhes in their Mouths, and Rottennefs in their 
Bowels; for furely Avcurs'd from God foal they 
be, as well as hated by their Native Country, 
who bury itsProfperity in thefe Unnatural and - 
Barbarous Divifions. , From. 


* 


a 


3 


- 


Write, and I would freely Affent to a Law, 


‘That he fhould Die without Mercy for the firft 


Faét, that writes from any other Delign, or 
Aims at any other End. 

For this I am Content to be Banter’d, Lam- 
poon’d, and Expos’d, to have my Name cry’d 
about Street to every Ballad, and every Villain- 
ous Perjur’d Scribler ruffle me with his Buifoon- 
ry and Impertinence. 

For this I freely Expofe my felf to Fines, 
Gaols, Pillories, and Exorbitant and Uajuft 
Sentences. If the wor Enemy to me, or my 
Writing, will Calmly prove, I ever Wrote any 
thing that did not tend to this Peace, Til Ex- 
plode it, and own my felf inan Error ; if any 
thing I am yet upon, has any other End, Vil 
freely Decline it, and if my Silence would far- 


~ ther it, I'd never Write more; The End of 


Debate fhould be a right Underftanding, and no 
War canbe Juft, but what is made for Peace. 
This is my ultimate end, ought to be every 
Chriftians With, and if an Angel from Heaven 
Preach’d any other Doétrine to us, to me he 
fhall be Accurs’d. 

What has the Queen fo often faid to us? 
To what purpofe does Her Majefty {peak ? 
And how fordidly Blind muft they be, that 


. cannot fee the reafon of it ? Her Majeity’s Safe- 


ty, the Nations Profperity, the Glory of Eng- 
Jand, the Eftablifhment of Religion,all depend 
upon Peace ; Peace among our [elves, Peace of 
Families, of Societies, and Parties, where there 
us Strife and Contention, there w# every E- 
vil Work 3 Millions of Devils, like the Ani- 
malcule in the Liquids of Nature, hover over 
us, and lie brooding Innumerable Mifchiefs in 
the Corruption and Corroded Matter of our 
National Spleen ; which, unlefs fome care be 
taken to finother in their Birth, in vain the 
Queen Perfwades, in vain the Miniftry Con- 
trive, in vain Authors Write, and Honeft Men 
Pray, even God himfelt, but by Miracle, can- 
not fave us. 

STUDY PEACE #% the fhort Advice, if any 
Mat: can give better, take it ; the Methods of 
Peace are Plain and Eafie, every Body may fee 
them; be thar WILL Study Pease, SHALL 

_ Learn it, and the main Direétion is, but to per- 
fwade all Men to be Enclin’d to it, firft to co- 
vet it, and then purfue it. 

-- This will be the Sum and Subfance of this 
Paper when it comes to fpeak of the Heads a- 
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| BF From this Principle 1 A&, to this End I 


bove mention’d : IF I Offend, I cannot anfwer 
for it ; let the Crimes of Men; with which 
te Healing Doétrine cannot fuit, ‘bear’ the 

ame. ——— ’ 

Iam very well fatisfy’d, I thall offend nei-: 
ther God, the Queen, nor any Honeft Man 
and if thefe are in Confederacy for Peace, who. 
fhall I fear, or who fhall withitand it? 

What can Hell, Envy, and. Men of Blood 
fay, to Contradiét this Doétrine ? Shall they 
fay, Peace is the way to ruine the Church? 
How Scandalous is this to the Church? And 
the Church of England ought feverely to Cen- 
fure thofe that thus Reproach her. 

May that Church, whatfoever it be, fall like 
Dagon before the Ark of God, whofe Foundati- 
on isnot Peace, whofe Profperity is not confift- 
ent with Peace, whofe Danger is from Peace. . 

They IJnfult the Church in a moft Scandalous 
and Criminal manner, who fay, That Peace and 
Union canbe prejudicial to her, and they give 
too much Reputation to the Diffenters, who 
with want of Manners, as wellas want of Duty; 
call the Queen, Presbyterian, a Whig, and-¥ 
know not what, becaule Her Majefty Efpoufes 
this Blefled Principle of Peace. 

I am bold to affirm, without it Her Majefty 
could not be Faithful to her Great Truit. God 


from on high, and Confcience bw Reprefentas. 


tive in Her Royal Breaft, would give Her Ma- 
jefty no Quiet, if her Eyes, by his Diftinguifbing 
Goodnefs, being open’d to her Peoples Blefhing, fhe. 
did not to herutmoft Power purfue, and with. 
her utmoft Eloquence perfwade all her People. 
to Peace. 

If you would know, Gentlemen Free-bolders,. 
who to Choofe in your approaching Eleétions, 
in Order to Secure the Church, to Save the State, 
and Protect the Prote/tant Religion {ee their De- 
fcription here, Let them be Men of Peaces the 
contrary is from Hell, Perfecution « contrary to- 
the Principles of the Chriftian Religion, Strite is 
born of Pride, and Pride of the Devil. 

The Church can be in no Danger from Men 
of Peace, nor can the Church have any Safety, 
but in Men of Peace: From Men of Peace,, 
Diffenters can have nothing to fear, the’ they are 
Churchmen 3 ’tis our Delire the Government 
fhould be in the Hands of Churchmen, ’tis our 
free Choice, that we fhould have a Church Par« 
liament, only let them be Men of Peace, other 
Qualifications. may be requifite, but this is-ab- 
folutely neceflary,. 

To 
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To tell the Coumtry People, that fuch Men. 

as thefe are Dangerous to the Church, that 
Her Majefty in perfwading to Peace, is pulling 
down the Church, is to tell "em, God Almighty 
is declaring War againft Fefus Chrift; that 
there isa Civil Commotion in Heaven, and that 
Eternal Truth is ating in Contradiétion to it 
{elf “ 
~ ‘The Danger of the Church, is from Men of 
Heat and Patfion, who having Turn’d the World 
upfide down, are come hitker alfo, from {uch 
as thefe all our Ruine has proceeded, Occalic- 
nal Bills, Imprifoning Eleétors, denying the Be- 
nefit of the Law to Englifb Men, Addretfing the 
Queen to Extend her Prerogative, and to deny 
Juftice ; all thele things were done by Men ot 
Heat, Men of Pafiion, and of Principles con- 
trary co this Bleffed Principle of Peace. . 

What were the Men that Oppofed this 
thing? What the Remainder of the Hovle of 
Commons ? What the Houle of Lords? What 
the Bifhops ? What the Queen ? Will any 
Man have the Face to fay, The Bihops.of the 
Church, are not of the Church; or that the 
Queen is not of the Church ? 

Was there but 134 Churchmen in the Honfe 
of Commons? Or muft none be of the Church, 
Dut fuch-as would run her upon the Rocks, and 
force her to Blood and Perfecution ? 

What Church is that which cannot be up- 
held, but by Ruining, Plundering, and Star- 
ving our Neighbours? The Church of England 
abhors it ; and therefore the Queen, the Bi- 
fhops, the Nobility, and all the Wife Men in 
the Nation have declard the only way to Pre- 
ferve and Maintain the Church, is to Preferve 
and Maintain Peace and Union among our 
{elves. 

Let all True Englifh Men but confider, how 
fhail Popery be kept out ? How fhall the French 
be Beaten? How our Trade be carried on? 
How our Taxes paid? If inftead of every Man’s 
fetting his Shoulder to the Burthen, we fall out, 
with Oppre(s, Undermine, Exclade, and Tack 
upon one another. 

They certainly therefore, Delude and Im- 
pole upon the People, who offer to fuggeft to 
them, that the Church is in Danger, Choofe 
Men of Peace, Men of Moderation, Men of 
Sence, Men of Morals, Men of Eftates, and 
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on their Native Country, and play with the 


at, ee ee 
Men of the Church § Al then Gent 
ke you can, what Danger che Chur 
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The Queen from good grotnds has t 
in her laft Speech to et ariesae that 
Nation made a narrow Efcape from the Da: 
rous Experiment thefe.hot Men made, jtrom 
their unreafonable Humours and Animofities. 


- ’Tishard, Men thould make Experiments upe — 


general Safety; tde Queen and all Good Men — 
look upon it at anarrow efcape,but weare not 
quite efcap’d, if we do not with the utmoh 
Caution prevent the like hazards, and thiswill 
effectually be done,by following Peaceable Prin- — 
ciples, and Chooling Men that are known to 
be Peaceably enclin’d. all 

Peace can never be of Evil Confequence at 
Home, and is the only way to procure Peace 
Abroad. a 

Perhaps this Paper may in time, farther Ex- — 
plain this Matter, and tell you farther, whatis 
meant by Peace, and what Methods to obtaln — 
it, and what Her Majefty may be fuppofed to 
mean by Exhorting us all to Peace and Union; 
and what by the Dangerous Experiment Men- 
tion’d in Her Moft Gracious Speech to the Par- 
liament. : 

In the mean time every Body knows what 
belongs to Peace; Peace of Parties, of Opini- 
ons, of Interefts,_ and of Sociéty Uniting to 
bear the Publick Burthens, and to Oppofe the 
Publick Enemies. ; 

On the foundation of this Principle, the Safe. 
ty of the Church ftands; ’tis the Menof Heat — 
and Paffion, that put the Church in Danger, — 
that Expofe her to the Tonguesas well as Teeth 
of her Enemies. and that have always brought 
her to the greateft Extremities, 

Wherefore, if any Men defire to Su and 
Maintain the Church, let "em Mark thofe that 
bave Endeavonr'd to fow Divifions emong us, {tue 
dy Peace, Choofe Men of Peace, iat having 
done fo, let them give Inftruétions to them to 
aé&t from Principles of the fame Peace; fo God — 
foal Delight 0 Drvell among us, and Blefs us ; the 
Queen will be hononr’d with being the Happy 
Inftrument of fetling our Felicity ; Fewds, Pare 
ties, private Intereft {hall die; and be forgotten, — 
and we fhall once again be a Happy People, 


a ences 


MDCCV. 


